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NBC BRIEFING 39 May 1358

5.

Security 3ituation: Appears basically nafavorable to goverameat,

which seems unable cope with stream of ftafiltrators apd growing

bands of nsative rebels srmed by UAR., BRebels coatrel pasris of

several cities and auck of the countryside.

A.

B.

Beirut:
1. Bombings %fr of terroristicgnature io frighten popalatien.
2. e iu Beirut thus far broke out last night

f

with government irregulars txigtiag rebels.

Tri 1: fNew fightiag broke cut Tuesday.

Palbakk: The towsn has changed hauds several times. 3,000
rebels, including Syrians s some Egyptisne, moving on

H¥abi Uthman.

Southera lebanon: Army occcupled Sidon thea withkdirew lesaving

defense to pro-goverasesnt irregulars.

'Tfi}. Eyrisn irregulsrs (30 bus loads) and arxs/smmunition sen.

F.

over border on ¥onday.

2. Bayt ad-Pin area iasctive ss result of truce between
security forces and Druse opposition. Drusze forces
reinforced from Syris and now sapplied with ggg;ﬁsexgi

Offennive ve, Beirut feared.
Berthorn Lebanon: Bere aray holds only Tripoli, rebels

control rest.

1. Border with Syria wide open and Syrisa police operating
tvo mobile transmitters.in Lebanoa.

18 US tanks arrived by sea.
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Politicsl Sitestion:

r

“A&. On Tueséay Bsmi Sulh made statement to effect that cabinet wan

not formed to change constitutioan and will aot request it.

| Extremist opposition unmtinfied and continune to demand

Chanoun's vesigaatiosa.
B. Gen Shihad's equivocsl sttitude continues., He hss ®6ld cabinei

that security ia cities is job for local suthorities, not

army. In countryside, aray generally has followed passive

role and left fighting to geandarmerie and pro-govt partisaass.

1.

2.

4.

Prospects:
I11. In summary, picture is extremely bleak. Aside from iacreasing

Shihabh has stated his policy aot "to eugage opposition
forces directly.” Rebels number 6-7,000 sccording to
Shihabd,

He has stated "Rasirism wave of future and Lebsnon will
have to accommodate itself gracefully.

On the other hand he hsé also stated that interveation

by westerns troops inevitable in end,

Apparently Shihsb quite caspable of acceptiag accommodatiau
with Nasir or retiring to his vilia in Nice,

rebel activity our iatelligence strongly suggeste thst there is

s steady erosion of goveramental sathority and that, ia addition:

to nhlhab,ﬁﬂﬁéiat key figures in govt are sngaged in equivecsl
waneuvering. (Chamoun will shortly fisd himeelf with very
lisited nmrt:]

Effect of US Iatervention in Lebenon: U8 iaterventiom would

enable Chamoun to survive but would briag serious problems.
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A.

D.

Iatroduction of US troops might intennify cu:*L ian-loslen
teasion and further demoralize an nlreadyiiﬂmﬁ;tgfﬁg nray.
Serious incidants and real clashes likely between colements

in populsce and US troops. 6“53"
pifficult to restore order. U8 might face ehoiﬁ ifftaykéxg

'\{#éiiiait;i; or withdrawiag before situstion stabilized.

It countryside and Syriasas sader to be controlled ss welll

5 ove

as cities much larger forces than now coatcaplataé would be

ROCLREATY .

UAR Resction to US interveatioca: VAR reaction to Pt iatervention

would probably be:

A.

C.

Ismediste step up in violent propagands caspeign against US,
Jordan, Irag. Also efforts in UN.

Increased assistance to opposition in Lebanon probably
including support for terroritst ascts against UB troops and
eiviliaas,

Probably sabotage action agsinst Yestern oil interesis in

Debanon and elsewhere.

nanctiou.nlsowknre in Near East to US Iatervention:

A.

Jordan and Irsq, now supporting Chamoun with arms sad
spparently & fev men, would welcome US intervention. They sze

fully aware of threat Lebanese situstion pones for thes.

B. Turkey sad Iran, also supporting Chamoun with arms, would

of course wvelcome US action.

¢. Y¥eak Arab governments, such as Libys and Sudan, which are

vulnerable to Nasir's moves, would alsoc velcome any US

support to Lebanos.
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D.

.

YI1. Soviet R*action tc US Iatervention: ¥ould depend om way

However, strong sdverse J popular reaction in all Arsh .
coantries would limit governmeant's fresdom of action. Thus, i
effective Irsqi and Jordanisn cooperation in intervention !
could sot be sssuned. |
Israel would view favorsbly any US sction against Nasir,
But unliXely get involved iteelf ms loag as action confined |

to Lebanon,

intervention developed:

A,

B.

Outlook

1f sction limited to protection UB persosnel and to helplag ‘
governnant suppress UAR-supported uprising...Soviet reactioa
probably de confimed to violeat propagands aad diplematic
action, including support ia UN.

If US forces took direst militsry action sgaimst UAR itself...
Soviets would probably provide iscreased military anterial

to UAR., WNyyde "voluateers™ also.

¥alikely, however, USSRwuld take any setion it believed would
iavolve serious risk of geseral war.

if US does not iaterveas:

viii.it
A,
8.

C.
p.
E.
¥.

situstion continues to deteriorate sad US does aot indberveae:
Chamoun will probably de forced omt,

Any successor govt likely move tovard as sccoamotstion with
Nasir.

¥S prestige in ares will suyffer seriously.

8 frieands such u‘fsﬁ“ﬁ& ‘:;d Iraq will be seriously weakener.
Raeir will have gained impressive anew victory. ‘
VAR likely be widely accepted smong Arabe ss inevitable wave of
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iafluence more widely, inacludiag ¥orth ffrica aand Sudan.
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